Making a Display Box for the 1863 Dehner - Maples Token for the Jones 
House 


By Dale C. Maley 
Last updated: November 21, 2023 
Project Background: 


I am President of the Livingston County (Illinois) Historical Society. The Society had an 
1863 small token donated to us to display in the Jones House. 


The token is relatively small with a diameter of 19 mm or about 34”. It is difficult to read 
the writing on the token because it is so small. 


We wanted to figure out a way to display the token so visitors to the historic home could 
easily read the writing on the token. 


We would also like to display the token in such a way that it can not be easily stolen. It 
has a value of about $100. 


Design Concept 
On the Internet for the token, that was sold online, the photos of each side of the token 
are magnified to a diameter of about 2”, so it was easy to read the writing using the 


photos. 


To solve the problem of having a display that was easy to read, I thought we could use 
the same concept as the Internet ad by having a small sign printed with the 2 photos. 


Here is my initial design concept in Sketch-up. 


Sketchup Design 


y— Clear acrylic or 
Plastic Top 


In Sketchup, clear plastic can be shown as above with the cross hatches. Removing the 
acrylic plastic for ease of viewing gives the drawing below. 


The small token could be placed at the bottom of the display box, so people can see the 
actual token. 


For someone to steal the token, they would have to steal the whole oak box. 


Who to Make the Small Sign 
Ifound a copy on the Internet that did good work for me on previous small signs. 


www.Plaquemaker.com 


I ordered 1 sign that had photographs of each side of the token. My sign is 5” wide and 
4” tall. The cost was $35.12 including shipping. It is a high quality sign that should last 
for decades in the Jones House display box. 


Wood Groove for Acrylic 

My acrylics sheets I have in stock are about 3/16” thick. 

If I make my wood grooves about % by 9”, this should work OK. I need a little 
clearance because on the bottom and top sides of the box, I can not route a groove at a 
15 degree angle, which is the tip angle of the box. 

The %” grooves had enough clearance for my acrylic panel to fit OK. 

Dis-Assembly 


I plan on gluing and nailing the 3 sides to the bottom. 


On the 4" side, which is the back, I will use brass screws to attach the back to the base or 
bottom. This lets me assemble the box, and dis-assemble it if I need to in the future. 


Stain 


Oil-based teak stain. 
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Wood 
White oak sides. 34” plywood with oak veneer for bottom or base. 
Finish 


One coat of Amber Shellac. 
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Traditional Finish & Sealer 
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Quick Drying Stained Parts in Oven 


I set the oven at about 120F and it quick dries the stain in about 15 minutes. 
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Stain is Dry 


Felt for Coin Hole 

I used a Forstner bit to drill a 1” diameter hole about %” deep. 
I’m going to put red felt on the bottom of this hole, glued in place. 
The token will sit loose in the hole, on top of the felt. 


Finished Display with a U.S. Quarter versus the Token 


I will swap out the quarter for the actual token later. The back is removable using 4 brass 
screws, SO easy to swap out. 
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My Name & Date using Wood-burning Pen 


Closing Ihoughts on this Project 


e The little sign is acceptable, but I thought it would be a crisper image. When I 
uploaded the 2 photos to the sign web site, the web site made a comment these 
were low resolution photos, which I ignored of course :) 


Another guy took the 2 photos. They are only about 120 K bytes in size....which 
is small. But token is only about 34” diameter, so maybe you don’t get a larger file 
size? 


On next project like this, I should take the photos and try to get the highest 
resolution possible. My old 2006 digital camera actually gives higher resolution 
photos than my S8 Samsung phone for small objects. 


e [think the display box came out very nice. The 15 degree angle makes for easier 
viewing of the token photos. The removable back makes it easy to change the 
token, or clean the clear plastic. 


e This should make a unique display for the Jones House for many decades to 
come!! 


